
2026 Michigan MTA State Performance Competition FAQ’s 

 

What is the competition format? 

The Michigan MTA State Performance Competition is a two-tiered competition.  

Semifinals:  Students first compete in assigned Eastern OR Western Districts. 

Finals: Up to twenty students may be selected to compete in finals from the Primary, 

Elementary, and Junior divisions, and up to sixteen students may be selected from the 

Senior division.  

 

What are the general eligibility requirements to participate in this competition? 

Teachers must be current members of the Michigan Music Teachers Association as of 

January 1. 

Students must have studied with said teacher for at least one year from the date of the 

finals. 

All performing repertoire must be taught by the registered teacher. 

Students currently studying with more than one teacher must include all teachers’ 

names in the registration under Additional Teachers of Record.  

Division winners may not compete in the same division. 

 

What Semifinals District will my student compete in? 

Entrants compete in the district that corresponds to their teacher’s local association: 

Eastern District: Ann Arbor, Capital Area, Flint, M3TA, Macomb, Metropolitan Detroit, 

Livonia, and Port Huron. 

Western District: Battle Creek, Grand Rapids, Great Traverse, Holland, Kalamazoo, 

Lake Michigan, and Lake Superior. 

 

 

What determines my student’s Performance Division? 

The entrant’s division is determined based on their age on January 1.  

Primary: (ages 9 and under) 

Elementary: (ages 10–12) 

Junior: (ages 13–15) 

Senior: (ages 16–18) 

 

This is a precollege competition event. No collegiate students are eligible regardless of 

age. 



 

What are the competition repertoire requirements? 

Entrants will prepare three (3) memorized works each from a different stylistic period:  

I. Renaissance/Baroque  
II. Classical  
III. Romantic*  
IV. Twentieth and Twenty-First Century*  
*Impressionist repertoire may be used in either category III or IV for the year 2026.  
 
The maximum performance time for all three (3) works is as follows:  
 
Primary (8 minutes)  
Elementary (10 minutes)  
Junior (12 minutes)  
Senior (15 minutes)  
 
Method book compositions, arrangements, simplified transcriptions, and concerti are not 
permitted. All compositions are subject to approval by the competition director. 
 
Compositions performed in previous years, including Michigan MTA Auditions 
Semifinals and Finals are not permitted. 
 
No changes to repertoire are permitted following the entrant’s registration.  
 
Entrants are required to perform the same repertoire at both the state semifinals and 
finals.  
 

 

Michigan MTA State Performance Competition Awards. 

All state finalists will receive a ribbon and certificate on the day of the event.  

The top three (3) winners of each division at State Finals will receive an engraved 

plaque mailed to them following the event. These plaques will be engraved with the 

student’s name, event, and date. 

First place winners in each division are invited to perform at the Michigan MTA Annual 

Conference held in October. 

 

Does my student need to register for the SAT to compete? 
 
The Michigan MTA encourages members to participate in the Michigan MTA Student 
Achievement Test as a method of assessing student progress in theory, technique, 
sightreading, transposition, harmonization, rhythm, aural awareness, and performance. 
 
While the Michigan Student Achievement Test is no longer required for the Michigan 
MTA State Performance Competition, the competition registration will include questions 



on SAT participation including the student’s SAT history, current test participation, level, 
score, and the hosting local association.  These records are maintained for future 
recommendations. 
 

What is the registration fee? 

Registration is $68 per student.  
The registration fee is all inclusive to cover adjudicators honorarium and travel, still 
below the MTNA minimum recommendation, awards, and venue support, i.e., piano 
tunings, etc. Michigan MTA continues to support the ongoing deficit of this event. 
 
What are the volunteer responsibilities of teachers who enter students? 
 
To ensure a quality competition, all teachers who enter students are required to serve 
for one three-hour shift during the semifinals event. Teachers will serve as registration 
check in, competition door monitors, etc. Up to 20 teachers are needed per event, per 
venue.   
 
Teachers may select a shift with first, second, etc. choice. 
 
For teachers not interested in serving at this event, a $40 non-participation fee is offered 
so that non-participating teachers and/or collegiate chapter members may be hired to 
assist. 
 
Substitute volunteers are not permitted. 
 
Teacher volunteers are not permitted to solicit/recruit students, approach the parents 
regarding their participating students, and/or discuss students with adjudicators.  
 
 
Where will the 2026 Semifinals and Finals be held? 
 
2026 Eastern Division Semifinals — Sunday, April 19, University of Michigan, School of 
Music, Theatre & Dance, 1100 Baits Drive, Ann Arbor 
 
2026 Western Division Semifinals — Sunday, April 19, Kalamazoo College, 1200 
Academy Street, Kalamazoo 
 
2026 Finals — Sunday, May 3, Michigan State University, College of Music, 333 West 
Circle Drive, East Lansing 
 

 

 


